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Dear Parent/Carer,              22nd October 2026 

A Level Geography Fieldwork Trip 12th – 14th May 2027  

As part of the A level Geography course, students must complete an individual investigation which must 

include data collected in the field. This piece of work is worth 20% of their final A level grade. The individual 

investigation must be based on a question or issue defined and developed by the student relating to any part 

of the specification content.  

Our intention is to take the students on a three-day trip to provide them with exemplar field studies that they 

could replicate in our local area. However, use of data collected on the field trip is also permissible. Evening 

sessions will be spent processing data in the classroom. 

• Day 1: Coastal management study at Barton-on-Sea and sand dune transects at Studland. We will also 

reinforce the coastal topic by visiting Old Harry Rocks and Durlston Head.  

• Day 2: Beach study at Ringstead Bay, Chesil Beach and the Isle of Portland. We will also conduct human 

fieldwork at Poundbury near Dorchester. 

• Day 3: Swanage beach management survey and human geography study in the town centre. Return home 

after lunch.  

We will depart from school on the morning of Wednesday 12th May (meet by the chapel at 8:00am) and will 

return around 3:30pm on Friday 14th May (dependent on traffic on return). We will be staying at Swanage YHA 

- http://www.yha.org.uk/hostel/swanage, which has served as an excellent base on previous visits.  

Students will need to bring a packed lunch for the Wednesday (although we will stop at a supermarket if 

students would prefer to purchase a lunch). On Wednesday evening we will have a meal in Swanage, so 

students will need to bring money for this. We will give the students an opportunity to purchase a lunch on 

Thursday and Friday at the local supermarket. We will have an evening meal at Swanage YHA (included in the 

price) on the Thursday. Breakfast is included on both mornings. 

The total cost of the trip is £145. A deposit of £30 is due by Monday 9th November 2026 - this is how much we 

have paid per person to Swanage YHA already to secure the booking. The remainder of the balance is due by 

Monday 1st February 2027.  
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Please do not send post-dated cheques. Payments and accompanying paperwork must be handed in on or before 

the deadline date specified. Should your child withdraw from the activity please be aware that payments are non-

refundable unless the withdrawal is for an insurable reason. If there are significant changes to the cost of the trip, 

these may have to be passed on to the student. Be assured that we will try to keep such costs to a minimum.  

Any families who are experiencing financial hardship are asked to contact Mr Godwin, Director of Sixth Form 

Learning, as support for this trip may be available from the 16-19 bursary fund. No student will be omitted from the 

activity if his/her parents are unable to contribute. However, I must make it equally clear that in accordance with the 

Governors’ policy statement, this activity may not take place if parents are reluctant to support it with their 

contributions in full or in part. We would advise that students do not to take valuables out on school activities, 

however, should they be taken parents should ensure personal possessions are adequately insured. 

Please complete and return the consent form to the Finance Office by Monday 9th November 2026, but return the 

medical form to your Geography teacher. Our preferred method of payment is online. Alternatively, you can pay by 

cash or cheque (made payable to Oaklands Catholic School).  

Yours sincerely  

     

 

Mark Bamford   Mrs Over 

Assistant Head of school Head of Geography 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PLEASE RETURN TO THE FINANCE OFFICE BY Monday 9th November 2026 

A Level Geography Fieldwork Trip 12th – 14th May 2027 

I confirm that I have parental responsibility for  

 
 

Student Name: ………………………………………..………………………………………………….……………..…Form:……………………….….  

He/she is in good health and I consent to him/her taking part in the programme detailed in your letter.  

I enclose payment of £ _______ 

or 

I will pay online (please tick)   

I wish to apply for 16-19 bursary fund 

I understand and accept that it is my responsibility to update the school should there be any changes to the medical 

information about my child. Please communicate these to Mr Bamford.  

Parental Signature: …………………………………………………………………………..Date………………… 



  

 
 
 
 
Email address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


