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Subject
	Religious Education

	Length of exam
	1 hour 30 minutes 

	Specific equipment required
	Black ink pen/biro
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	Topic
	Specific Area
	Tick when revised

	Catholic Christianity: 
	Pages refer to Eduqas Route B text book Component 1: Foundational Catholic Theology (Theme 1: Origins & Meaning + Theme 2: Good & Evil)
	

	
	
	

	THEME 1: Origins & Meaning
	Catholic beliefs and teachings about the origin of the universe and the concept of creation ex nihilo as expressed in the writing of St Augustine (specifically Confessions XII, 7)
	

	
	The relationship between Catholic views and other Christian views on the origin of the universe and the extent to which these conflict
	

	
	The relationship between Catholic and non-religious views about the origins of the universe and of human beings (Stephen Hawking's theory of the Big Bang) and the extent to which these conflict
	

	
	Comparison of scientific theory of evolution (Charles Darwin, Richard Dawkins), with Catholic beliefs about the purposeful creation of human beings; the extent to which creation and evolution are compatible, with reference to Pope John Paul II’s Message To The Pontifical Academy Of Sciences: On Evolution (22 October 1996, paragraphs 3 & 4)
	

	
	Catholic beliefs and teachings about the origin and sanctity of human life and the concept of imago Dei as expressed in the writings of St Catherine of Siena (specifically The Dialogue of St Catherine of Siena, of Discretion)
	

	
	The relationship between Catholic views, other fundamentalist Christian views and non-religious views about the value of human life, including attitudes toward abortion
	

	
	Humanist critiques of Catholic beliefs about sanctity of life issues (for example, Peter Singer's views on 'speciesism') and Catholic responses to these challenges
	

	Beliefs:
Creation
	Comparison of the first (Genesis 1:1-2:3) and second (Genesis 2:4-24) creation accounts, and their respective representations of God and human beings
The significance of the Creation narratives with regards to Catholic beliefs about the nature of human beings and their relationship with creation
A comparison of Catholic and Humanist beliefs on the importance of preserving the planet and the environment
	

	Sources:
The Bible
	The Catholic understanding of the nature of revelation and inspiration, with reference to the structure and origins of scripture and its literary forms
Different Christian views on the literary form of Genesis and the
significance of this for the interpretation of the accounts
	

	Forms:
Painting
	The meaning of Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam in the Sistine chapel
The extent to which Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam expresses Catholic beliefs about creation, God and human beings
	

	Forms:
Symbolism
	The use of symbolism and imagery in Christian art, with particular reference to the Tree of Life Apse mosaic in San Clemente in Rome and the meanings of the symbols contained within it, for example, the Alpha and Omega, the Chi-Rho, lamb, dove and the four evangelists
The symbol of cross as the tree of life with reference to the theology of Christ as the New Adam and how this is expressed in the San Clemente mosaic
	

	Practices:
Loving and
Serving in
Catholic
communities in
Britain and
elsewhere
	The influence of the concept of imago Dei on Catholic Social Teaching about justice, peace and reconciliation, with reference to Gaudium et Spes 29 & 78
The importance of the role of the Catholic Church in inter-faith dialogue to promote understanding, respect, tolerance and harmony between the different religious and non-religious traditions in Great Britain, including: Christianity; Buddhism; Hinduism; Islam; Judaism; Sikhism; Humanism and Atheism
The extent to which the work of one Catholic charity, such as CAFOD and one local charity, such as SVP, reflect Catholic beliefs about the dignity of human beings, the importance of loving one's neighbour, and respecting creation
	

	
	
	

	THEME 2 Good & Evil
	Catholic perspectives on the origin of evil: Original Sin and evil as a “privation”, with reference to St Augustine, The Enchiridion (3.11)
Alternative Christian and non-Christian views on the nature and origin of evil and the difference between moral and natural evil.
Catholic beliefs about the relationship between God’s goodness and the goodness of the created world
Philosophical and non-religious challenges posed by belief in God’s goodness, free will and the existence of evil and suffering
The meaning of suffering and Catholic ambivalence towards it, with reference to the significance of Christ’s suffering and death and Isaiah 53
	

	Beliefs:
Trinity
	The nature of the Trinity as expressed in the Nicene creed – One God in three persons: Father, Son and Spirit
The biblical support for the doctrine and its historical development, with reference to the metaphorical explanation of the doctrine as a trinity of love, lover and beloved in St Augustine De Trinitate 8.10
	

	Beliefs:
Incarnation
	The meaning and significance of the belief in Jesus as Incarnate Son, divine Word, fully God and fully human; its scriptural origins with reference to John 1:1-18 and the kenosis hymn (Phil 2:5-11)
The importance of the doctrine in framing Catholic responses to the Problem of Evil, with reference to Pope John Paul II, Salvifici Doloris 13 & 23
	

	Sources:
Jesus and moral
authority
	The example and teaching of Jesus as the authoritative source for moral teaching, with reference to Jesus as the fulfilment of the law in Matthew 5-7
The existence of the Natural Law and conscience as evidence of God’s goodness and the role of suffering in the development of the virtues
	

	Forms:
Sculpture and
Statuary
	The meaning and significance of sculpture and statues to Catholic tradition and worship
The importance of sculpture and statuary as an expression of Catholic beliefs about God’s goodness and the meaning of human suffering, with reference to Michelangelo’s Pieta

	




	Practices:
Popular devotion
as practised in Catholic
communities in Britain and
elsewhere
	The meaning and significance of pilgrimage for Catholics as a response to human suffering, with particular reference to Lourdes
Popular piety, such as the Rosary as a reflection on the meaning and significance of the Incarnation with particular reference to the Sorrowful Mysteries
	

	
	
	

	KEY WORDS:  
• conscience
• evil
• free-will
• goodness
• incarnation
• Natural Law
• privation
• suffering
• creation ex nihilo
• evolution
• imago Dei
• inspiration
• omnipotence
• revelation
• stewardship
• transcendence


Do you know the meaning of the key words:




  




	




Where to find revision material

Youtube videos: 
Origins and Meaning 5min recap - YouTube
Good and Evil 5min recap - YouTube
 Mind maps and revision worksheets given in class (and on ClassCharts/Teams)
 Notes in own student exercise book
 Seneca notes and quizzes (GCSE, Religious Studies, Eduqas Route B)
 BBC Bitesize notes and quizzes (GCSE Religious Studies, Eduqas Route B)
 Online Eduqas quizzes/activities (Component 1 Route B) Eduqas Digital Educational Resources
 Online Eduqas past papers https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-gcse/#tab_pastpapers (only use Route B papers)
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