
What is Monotheism? What is the Shema and what does it 
say/teach?

What is Shekhinah?

Name two of the 10 Commandments Give two forms of Shekhinah (one in 
scripture and one today)

Name two times that God judges Jewish 
people

Explain how the Shema influences a Jew in 
their daily life

‘God as creator is the most important belief 
about God’. 

Give different points of view.

‘All Jews should follow the 10 
Commandments’.

Give different points of view.



What does Messiah (Masiach) mean? What is the Messianic Age? Who do Orthodox Jews believe the Messiah 
will be a descendant of?

Describe what the Messianic Age will be 
like

Describe the views of Orthodox Jews about 
the Messiah

Describe the views of Reform Jews about 
the Messiah

Describe what either Isaiah or Jeremiah 
write about the Messiah in the Tenakh

‘For Jews, the most important role of the 
Messiah is to bring peace to the world’. 

Give different points of view.

Memorise this:
Maimonides in his 13 principles wrote that one 
day there would be a Jewish leader who would 

be descended from King David and would 
rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem



What do Jews mean by covenant? Name two men who had covenants with God When and where did Moses receive the 
Torah and the 10 Commandments?

Describe God’s part of the covenant with 
Abraham

Describe Abraham’s part of the covenant Which of the 10 Commandments are to do 
with our relationships with God and which 

are to do with each other?

Explain how the 10 Commandments might 
influence the way a Jew behaves

‘The most important covenant is the one at 
Sinai’. 

Give different points of view.

Memorise this:
“You shall be circumcised through the flesh of 

your foreskin. This shall be the mark of the 
covenant between Me and you.”               

(Genesis 17: 11)



What do Jews mean by mitzvot? What is Pikuach Nefesh? What is Mitzvah Day and what happens on 
it?

What is free will and where does it 
originate in scripture?

What is the difference between yetzer ha 
tov and yetzer ha ra?

Which 3 concepts have particular 
importance on Mitzvah Day?

Give and explain an example of Pikuach
Nefesh

‘The most important thing for Jews is this 
life and not the afterlife’. 

Give different points of view.

Memorise this:
“Before you I have placed life and death ……... 

You must choose life, so that you and
your descendants will survive”

Torah



What do Jews mean by Olam Ha Ba? What is the Jewish name for heaven? What is the Jewish name for hell?

What are different Orthodox views on 
resurrection?

What are different Reform views on 
resurrection?

NOTE THIS:
A small number of Jews believe in 

REINCARNATION (living another physical 
life on earth after death)

Explain how belief in life after death might 
influence a Jew in their life.

Explain why Jews don’t spend much time 
considering the afterlife.

Memorise this:
“This world is like a lobby before the Olam Ha 
Ba. Prepare yourself in the lobby so that you 

may enter the banquet hall”
Talmud



What is the Amidah? What is a mezuzah and how is it used? What is the siddur?

Explain what the tallit is and how it’s used 
in worship (including the tzitzit)

Explain what the tefillin is and how it’s 
used in worship

Describe what happens during a typical 
Shabbat service

Explain the different types of Jewish 
prayer

Describe how Shabbat is celebrated in the 
home.

Explain the ritual used to end Shabbat in a 
Jewish home.



What is a synagogue? What is the Bimah? What is the Ner Tamid?

Describe the different ways Orthodox and 
Reform Jews worship in synagogue

Explain two problems that synagogues are 
facing today

Describe the three purposes of a synagogue

Explain the purpose of the women’s seating 
in synagogue

Explain why the Aron Hakodesh is the most 
important part of the synagogue

‘All Jews should worship in synagogue’. 
Give different points of view.



What is a Brit Milah? What is Bar Mitzvah? What is the difference between Bat 
Mitzvah and Bat Chayil?

Describe what happens during a Brit Milah
service

Describe what happens at a typical Bar 
Mitzvah ceremony

Explain why Bar Mitzvah is important to 
Jews

Explain why Brit Milah is important to Jews ‘Brit Milah is the most important Jewish 
ritual’

Give different points of view.

Memorise this:
"This is My covenant with you and your 

descendants after you, which you are to keep: 
Every male among you must be circumcised.

Genesis 17



What is the ketubah? What is the chuppah? What is Shiva and what happens during it?

Describe what happens at a typical Jewish 
wedding

Describe how the body is treated when a 
Jewish person dies

Explain why Jewish people leave stones not 
flowers on graves

Explain two symbolic actions carried out 
during a Jewish wedding ceremony

“Mourning the dead is the most important 
Jewish ritual”

Give different points of view.

Memorise this:

"For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and his mother, and be 
joined to his wife; and they shall 

become one flesh”
Genesis 2:24



What is the Tenakh and what are the three 
parts of it? 

Why is the Torah so important to Jews? What is the Talmud and what are the two 
parts of it?

Why is the Talmud important to Jews? What does kosher and trefah mean? Explain how Jews keep kosher

List the foods that Jews can NOT eat 
(from Leviticus 11)

“It is easy for Jews to obey kosher food 
laws”

Give different points of view.

Memorise this:

“Do not cook a young goat in its 
mother’s milk”

Exodus 23



What is Rosh Hashanah and where does it 
originate in scripture?

What is a shofar and when/why is it used? What is Yom Kippur and how close to Rosh 
Hashanah is it?

Describe how Jews celebrate Rosh 
Hashanah

Explain the different ways Jews celebrate 
Yom Kippur

Explain why Yom Kippur is important to 
Jews

Read the weblink below and see if you can 
add anything to your other answers

Rosh Hashanah: Dates, Traditions & History | 
HISTORY

“Rosh Hashanah is more important than Yom 
Kippur”

Give different points of view.

Memorise this:

In Leviticus God commands the 
Jews to abstain from (not) work and 

be cleansed of their sins

(this is why they celebrate Yom 
Kippur)

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/rosh-hashanah-history
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/rosh-hashanah-history


What is Sukkot and which event in scripture 
does it remember?

What is Pesach/Passover and which event in 
scripture does it remember?

What are the ‘four species’ used during 
Sukkot and what do they represent?

Describe other ways Jews celebrate Sukkot Describe what happens during a Passover 
(Seder) meal including preparations

Explain why Pesach is important to Jews

Read the weblink below and see if you can 
add anything to your other answers

GCSE RE (Eduqas) Judaism - Passover (Pesach) 5min 
recap

“All Jews should celebrate Pesach”
Give different points of view.

Memorise this:
“This day must be one that you will remember. 

You must keep it as a festival to God for all 
generations. It is a law for all time that you 

must celebrate it”. (Exodus 12: 14)

(The commandment to remember Pesach)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1eBuIzuaxhg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1eBuIzuaxhg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1eBuIzuaxhg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1eBuIzuaxhg
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