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Dear Parents and Carers

As we approach the end of this term, | would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued
support and partnership in the education and formation of your children. It has been a busy and rewarding
term, filled with academic progress, charitable initiatives, and moments of faith.

Charity Work

Charity is a central teaching of Jesus Christ. Catholic education aims to form students who live out the
Gospel message of love, compassion, and service to others. Acts of charity are a practical way to embody
these values. This term we have seen our school community give generously to help others with the
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Appeal, Staff Macmillan Coffee Morning and during Advent, tutor groups
and staff have contributed to Reverse Advent Calendars, donating foodstuff, toiletries and Christmas goods
for the Waterlooville Care and Share Food Bank Appeal. At our Carol Service this week, families and friends
gave very generously to the two chosen charities, Stoke Mandeville Spinal Research and Macmillan Cancer
Support. | am always overwhelmed at our school community’s response to calls for donations and support,
and this term has been no different. Thank you for your continued help towards such important causes.

Catholic Church Jubilee Year

As we conclude the Catholic Jubilee Year, we reflect on the blessings we have received and renew our
commitment to living out the Gospel values of faith, hope, and charity. This year has been a reminder of the
importance of mercy and community in our lives. | would like to thank the school Chaplains and the RE
department for their work during the Jubilee Year.

Year 11 Mocks

Year 11 students have recently completed their mock examinations. These assessments provide a valuable
insight into their progress and help us identify areas for improvement ahead of the summer exams. | am
pleased to report that the behaviour of the year group throughout the mocks was exemplary. Students will be
given their results on Monday 12" January 2026. Thank you for supporting your child through this important
stage. A reminder that there will be an opportunity for you to meet with your child’s teachers to discuss their
progress at the Year 11 Parents’ Evening on Thursday 15" January 2026. Details on how to make bookings
for Parents’ Evening will be sent to you.
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CIF Update

The two Capital Improvement Fund (CIF) projects are progressing well for the White House and the Sports
Hall.

The structural fixes to the White House are almost complete, and the focus will then be on plastering,
painting and carpentry work. We are working on plans to have the White House teaching spaces available
after February Half Term.

The original plan for the Sports Hall was to have a roof overlay on top of the existing roof. However, we
received the good news from our contractors this month that the roof will be completely replaced. Whilst this
may cause a slight delay for completion, this new roof will give the Sports Hall further longevity as an
educational facility for our pupils.

Uniform

As mentioned above, the work to replace the Sports Hall roof is ongoing. Mr Wade, Head of PE, has already
written to parents confirming the arrangements for students wearing PE kits due to the changing rooms being
closed; this will continue in the New Year and will likely be ongoing until early March.

If your child is missing items of uniform, the holiday provides an opportunity to purchase new items, this
includes school shoes. | would also encourage you to label items with your child’s name. This term we have
accumulated a significant quantity of lost property, the cumulative replacement costs for parents running into
thousands of pounds.

Attendance

Thank you for your support this term in getting children into school, there are a significant number of students
who still have 100% attendance, and we hope that this continues into the New Year.

We have had some issues with students contacting their parents/carers on their mobile phones and asking to
be collected from school, with the parent/carer then coming to collect them without our knowledge. To clarify,
students are not permitted to use their mobile phones in school for any reason; they should be switched off
and put in their bags or blazer pockets.

Our Attendance Policy states that if a child goes home during the day having contacted home without
following the correct procedure, this will be an unauthorised absence. Please can you remind your child of
the correct procedure and help us in ensuring that it is followed.

Road Safety / Parking Update

The safety of our students and staff remains paramount in our minds and actions as a school. A recurring
theme which undermines our efforts is the failure of some students and parents to follow the rules set out by
the school and underpinned by the Road Safety Act.

Parents/carers driving their children to school in the mornings should ensure they are dropped off by the bus
stops and not anywhere else on the school ground, unless there is a recognised medical reason which has
been notified to the school.

Parents are reminded that they must not drive onto the school site to collect their children at the end of the
school day until 3.50pm after the buses have been cleared.



Student Leadership

Our Student Council have devised some excellent ideas for the community once again during this term and
the Sixth Form Leadership team have been instrumental in driving forward a number of initiatives. | am
delighted to announce that Priyanka and Dalia have been elected to the role of Student President and
Deputy for the coming year. Such is the significance of this position, Student Leaders are asked to sign a
leadership covenant, committing themselves to the position.

Staffing
At this time of year, we have to say goodbye to staff who are moving to pastures new.

Mr Macaree has been Head of Computer Science since September 2020. He has been a Sixth Form Tutor
and through this has supported many students through their UCAS process and helped them move onto the
next stage in their lives. Mr Macaree is hard working and passionate about his subject, and has inspired
many students to study Computer Science. Mr Macaree is a valued colleague and is retiring to spend more
time with family and friends.

Miss Davies, our Marketing and Communications Officer, has been at Oaklands since February 2024. She
has successfully enhanced the school’s social media presence and helped to show the local community all
the unique events that take place at Oaklands. Miss Davies has also worked to promote important open
events to ensure that the school remains a rich and diverse community.

Miss Martin has been working in the Maths Department during the Autumn Term and has also been a link

tutor for Year 8. We wish Miss Martin every success in completing her PGCE.

Finally, | want to acknowledge the outstanding work of the entire staff team over this busy term. Every
member of staff continues to do so much above and beyond for our students, making personal sacrifices to
ensure that our school community is successful.

I would like to wish you and your loved ones a very holy and happy Christmas and a positive journey through
the remainder of Advent. | very much look forward to the Oaklands family being able to rest in anticipation of
a great start to 2026. Students return on Monday 5" January at the normal time.

Yours sincerely

Mrs A Bonnington
Head of School




