
Oaklands Catholic School and Sixth Form College 
Stakes Hill Road 
Waterlooville 
Hampshire 
PO7 7BW 
      023 9225 9214 
      023 9223 0317 
      www.oaklandscatholicschool.org 
      oaklands@oaklandscatholicschool.org 
 

  
Headteacher: Matthew Quinn B.Ed (Hons), M.A., NPQH   
 

 

Community Unity Opportunity 
  

  

Edith Stein Catholic Academy Trust 
(A Company Limited by Guarantee) 

Registered in England and Wales, Company No 07721932 
 

 

Diocese of Portsmouth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our ref: MB             23rd January 2024  
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Geography Trip to Iceland July 2024 – update 
 

I wanted to take this opportunity to provide you with some updates for the Iceland trip. 

1. Information evening reminder 

 

The trip information evening will take place on Monday 15th April 2024 at 6.00pm in the Hall. During the evening (it 

will take about 45 minutes), we will explain our plans for the trip, show slides taken on previous visits, discuss clothing 

required and go through things such as code of conduct. This is an important meeting and we expect every student 

and his/her parent to attend. 

2. Student information 
 

I will be collecting the key information about your child (passport details, contact details etc) using an online form. If 
you click on this link - 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q510xXSxzk6TjW_s7KPIr8tBAQrHeexDmj12oyvFhXdUMk9N
OTdNNDQ5Qk42WkNTWTVSRENRWTI5MS4u  - you will be able to fill the information in that I require. The link has 
also been published on the Iceland trip ‘Team’. However, the medical form will still be in a paper format (attached to 
this letter). 
 
3. Payment schedule reminder 
 
You should have paid so far:  
 

• Initial deposit – 200 (£213 if over 16 at time of travel  
due to the airport departure tax) 

• Second payment – 30th October 2023 - £200 

• Third payment – 30th November 2023 - £200 

• Fourth payment – 22nd January 2024 - £200  

• Fifth payment – 29th February 2024 - £200 

• Sixth payment – 28th March 2024 - £200 

• Seventh and final payment – 15th April 2024 - £160). However, please read point 4 below, because the revised 

final payment will now be £168. 

 

4. Tourist tax – I was contacted recently by the tour company to advise that the Icelandic government have 

introduced a £2 a night tourist tax. This wasn’t budgeted for originally, so we will have to pass this £8 cost on to 

you. Consequently, the final payment in March will be £168, not the £160 as first planned. Apologies for this. 

 

 

PTO 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Payments as of 23/1/24 – you should have 

paid £800 (£813 if your child is going to be 

over 16 at the time of travel) 

Paid: 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q510xXSxzk6TjW_s7KPIr8tBAQrHeexDmj12oyvFhXdUMk9NOTdNNDQ5Qk42WkNTWTVSRENRWTI5MS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q510xXSxzk6TjW_s7KPIr8tBAQrHeexDmj12oyvFhXdUMk9NOTdNNDQ5Qk42WkNTWTVSRENRWTI5MS4u


  

 
 
 
 

1.   

5. Recent volcanic activity 

Volcanism is common in Iceland and currently a volcanic system is restless in the southwestern part of the country. The 

airport has remained open throughout this episode as the product of the volcano has been lava – unlike the 2010 eruption 

of Eyjafjallajokull that caused widespread flight disruption across Europe due to ash. The ash was created as that volcano 

erupted under and ice sheet, but the southwestern part of Iceland does not have these, so the current eruptive activity 

will remain effusive and not an issue for air travel. The photo below was taken in January 2024. 

 

I have been in contact with the company to see how we can revise the plan, given that Grindavik may cease to exist. We 
will now go straight to Reykjavik when we land to spend time there and have a meal in the city (instead of visiting on the 
final morning). Our trip to the Blue Lagoon will be on the final morning before we go to the airport; the Blue Lagoon has 
recently reopened after the volcanic activity nearby. 
 
6. Passports + Covid  

 
At the time of writing (23/1/24), the FCO website states that passports must be less than 10 years old on the day you 
enter (check the ‘date of issue’) and valid for at least 3 months after the day you plan to leave (check the ‘expiry date’).  
Please ensure that your child’s passports meet these requirements. There is no requirement to be vaccinated for Covid 
to gain entrance to Iceland currently. 
 
If you are not travelling on a British passport, you can read about travel visa here - Government of Iceland | Embassy of 
Iceland in London . Iceland is part of the Schengen area. 
 
7. Hoody for the trip 
 
I am not in a position to provide the hoody order form at this stage. I will contact students as soon as this available, should 
they want one. 
 
Finally, I look forward to meeting you on Monday 15th April at 6.00pm and in the meantime if you have any queries please 
do not hesitate to contact me by email (m.bamford@oaklandscatholicschool.org). 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Mr M Bamford – Assistant Headteacher/Iceland Trip Leader 

 

Where we were scheduled to 

have a meal in a pizza restaurant 

at Grindavik on the first night! 
 

Site of current 

eruption 

Accommodation (75 

miles away) 

https://www.government.is/diplomatic-missions/embassy-of-iceland-in-london/
https://www.government.is/diplomatic-missions/embassy-of-iceland-in-london/
mailto:m.bamford@oaklandscatholicschool.org


  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


