ENGLISH LANGUAGE
English Language is course for students who want to
explore the English Language as a means of
communication. We don’t study whole literary
works (we might explore extracts in order to look at say, how language
represents the genders). We study the whole range of language – spoken,
written and computer-mediated. We will look at the relationship between
language and the following topics: power, occupation, ethnicity, children’s
literacy, gender, technology, Global English (pidgins and creoles), English
through history (from 1600), human speech, etc. It incorporates other
subjects too such as Sociology, Psychology, History, Education, Law,
Anthropology and even a little bit of Biology! On this course, you will
become an adept linguistic academic as well as writer (creative, scientific
and journalistic).

Pre-Sixth Form Preparation Tasks
Task One: Collect Interesting Articles
•

Students who get top grades in this course are able to understand the world around them and how
it effects language. Check out The Guardian’s regular feature ‘Mind your language’
(https://www.theguardian.com/media/mind-your-language). Read at least one article that

interests you and write a summary of the key points raised.
•

As an Oaklands Sixth Form student, you can access a fantastic resource created with you and
English Language in mind. Go to https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine/emag-login
and log on to the resource provided by The English and Media Centre (Username: Hopkins
Password: Harris). Select ‘emagazine archive’ and filter to show only ‘Language Topics’. Read

at least one article from the archive that interests you and write a summary of
the key points.
•

Using emagazine again, select ‘emag clips’ and find the clip entitled ‘Professor David Crystal at
the emagazine conference’. Listen to the clip and keep notes on what Professor Crystal

has to say about the English Language.

“Language changes and moves
in a different direction,
evolving all the time. Where a
lot of people see deterioration,
I see expressive development.”
David Crystal

Task Two: Learn some key terms
• Go on to the following website. This has many of the
terms that will help you on the course and will help you
learn them by testing you:
https://quizlet.com/97623/english-language-as-levelterms-flash-cards/ Create cue/flash cards for at

least 10 key terms you have learnt.

Task Three: Watch and Listen
• Explore and listen to at least one podcast from BBC Radio 4’s ‘Word of Mouth’ presented by
Michael Rosen (https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qtnz). Keep notes on this podcast.
• Watch the following clips: what do you learn about language?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gs_Mjl08-Eo - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8bFxYp0DS4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVqcoB798Is - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3r9bOkYW9s -

GRADE

Distinction
Merit
Pass

Incomplete/Ungraded

MARKING CRITERIA

Critical theory linked to English Language researched and explored as part of wider
reading. A judicious range of examples given for linguistic terminology; a plethora of
articles collected and highly annotated with perceptive comments.
Clear examples given for linguistic terminology researched and learnt. An array of articles
read, summarised and commented on. Summaries are clear and to a good standard,
making thoughtful comments relating to pre-reading.
Some articles collected and some key terms learnt. Some subject specific terminology is
defined, but does not elaborate with relevant examples. Summaries and comments are
present, but not to a high level of detail.
Does not include all three tasks and/or tasks are completed to a poor standard. Presence
of articles/terminology is sparse and incomplete.

