
AQA English Literature GCSE
Paper one: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel

Paper two: Modern text and Poetry



GCSE English Literature 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and 
the 19th-century novel

• 1h 45

• 64 marks

• 40% of GCSE English 
Literature

• Section A: Shakespeare. 
Answer one question.

• Section B: 19-century 
novel. Answer one 
question. 

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry

• 2h 15

• 96 marks

• 60% of GCSE English Literature

• Section A: Modern Texts. Answer one 
question from a choice of 2.

• Section B: Poetry. Answer one comparative 
question on a given poem, comparing it to 
one other poem of your choice.

• Section C: Unseen poetry. Answer one 
question on an unseen poem, then a 
another question comparing the two unseen 
poems you’re given. 



What do I need to do to succeed in English 
literature?

• The exams are closed book. Students need to learn a range of 
quotations off by heart.

• A knowledge of literary devices and be able to explore their effects 
(e.g. simile, metaphor, personification)

• Knowledge of the relevant social and historical context of the text 
they are studying

• Resilience and a positive attitude



WHAT IS THE EXAMINER LOOKING FOR? (Assessment Objectives)

AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts.

Students should be able to:

• maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response.

• use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate 
interpretations.

AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create 
meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.

AO3 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts
in which they were written.

AO4 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose 
and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.



How does 
Stevenson present 

Mr Hyde as a 
frightening 
outsider? 



How does Stevenson present Mr Hyde as a frightening outsider? 

POINT – Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as a frightening outsider through…

EVIDENCE – He describes appearance/actions/voice as ‘……..’.

EXPLORE – This suggests/implies/emphasises Hyde’s aggressive nature because… 

In particular, the (insert language terminology) has connotations of…

TASK 1 – Read the extract and highlight any words that suggest Hyde is a frightening, volatile and aggressive 
outsider.

TASK 2 – Attempt an analytical paragraph, using the below sentence starters to guide you:



Model answer

POINT – Stevenson presents Mr Hyde as a frightening outsider through his 
‘displeasing’ appearance and clearly unpleasant nature.

EVIDENCE – He describes his voice as snarling ‘into a savage laugh’.

EXPLORE – This emphasises Hyde’s aggressive nature because it makes him 
seem threatening and dangerous.

In particular, the adjective ‘savage’  has connotations of ferocity suggesting that 
Hyde is lacking in civilisation. Additionally, the verb ‘snarled’ has animalistic 
qualities, hinting at the key theme of the duality of man.



English Language: Paper One
‘Explorations in creative reading and writing’



PAPER 1

• 50% of total GCSE English Language

• 1 hour 45 minutes assessment

• Section A: Reading (40 marks)

• Section B: Writing (40 marks)



English Language: Paper One
Section A: Reading

Students are given one extract from a piece of 20th century literature.

Four reading questions

Q1: List four things from the text. 4 marks

Q2: 2-3 paragraphs analysing language features. 8 marks

Q3: 2-3 paragraphs analysing structural features. 8 marks

Q4: 4 paragraphs evaluating your point of view in response to a 
statement. 20 marks



What skills will be needed for Section A?

• Information retrieval; picking out specific information from a text.

• Analysis of why a writer has used a particular word or phrase.

• The ability to pick out and analyse language (metaphors, adverbs etc.) 
and structural (dialogue, repetition) features.

• Understanding what happens in a section of text as a whole (both 
explicit and implicit meanings).

All of these skills are developed in our 
English lessons throughout Key Stage 3.



Write a description based on this image 
OR 
write a story inspired by this statement/theme

In this question you will need to:

✓ Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively.
✓ Consider purpose /audience/form.  
✓ Write in paragraphs.
✓ Use grammatical and structural techniques for effect
✓ Use a range of effective vocabulary & descriptive techniques
✓ Use sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect.
✓ Have accurate spelling and have accurate punctuation.  

Section B: Writing





How can you help your child succeed in 
English Language?
• Encourage your child to read a range of texts (both novels and non-

fiction) for pleasure in their own time; students have English lessons 
in the library once a fortnight. 

• Review and talk about books you have read/ theatre/ films/current 
affairs.

• Encourage attendance at revision sessions in Year 11.

• Follow the English department social media accounts: Facebook, 
Instagram or Twitter. 



Writing Skills

How can I effectively help my child prepare for challenging 

writing tasks?



GCSE English Language

Reading (50%): critical reading and 

comprehension.

• Summary and synthesis; evaluation of  a 

writer’s choice of  vocabulary, form and 

structural features.

• Reading assessment based on unseen texts 

from all three centuries – fiction & non-

fiction including literary non-fiction.

Writing (50%): producing clear and 

coherent text; writing for

impact.

• 20% of  Writing marks for a range of  

vocabulary and sentence structures, 

spelling and punctuation.

• Spoken language: presenting 

information and ideas; responding to 

spoken language; spoken standard 

English.



Focusing on writing

• The new English Language GCSE will have a greater focus on making sure 

that students are able to write clearly and accurately, in good Standard 

English. There will be an increased emphasis on spelling, punctuation and 

grammar including the use of  vocabulary.



What do students need to focus on?

• Students will be asked to write for a range of  audiences, 

purposes and genres, often relating to what they have just 

read as part of  the reading section.

• Let’s take a look at an example of  how to prepare 

students for the writing section for Paper 2.







Planning effectively

• Whatever the writing task, it is important for students to effectively plan 

before getting started. (Mind-mapping, bullet-pointing, listing – are all great ideas)



What can you do to help support your child in 

preparation for writing?

• Encourage them to develop their own ideas and responses to what they read and 
then use their spoken ideas to build written responses. Expose students to a wide 
range of  genres, forms and styles.

• Present students with a wealth of  text types and styles. Include letters, essays, 
journals, travel writing and autobiographical writing when teaching non-fiction. 

• Practise drafting and editing in reaction to a statement. Widen vocabulary, vary 
sentence structures for effect and explore various techniques to fit your TAP.

• ‘Reading and writing aren’t mutually exclusive: they are close 
friends that rely on each other.’


