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“But….., it’s not fair ……., It’s not me……, why me?……., If 
only…….” Most parents and teachers will recognise these as 
the war cry of the average teenager when they maintain dis-
content with life or a situation. In response to the  teenage 
malaise, Bill Gates in a speech to high school graduates, 
which has almost become an urban internet legend, dished 
out a dose of realism to youngsters. He described to them  
his eleven rules for life. Mr Microsoft’s first rule , “Life’s not 
fair, get used to it” and his fifth,    “Flipping burgers is not be-
neath your dignity”. Your grandparents had a different word 
for burger flipping they called it opportunity”. 

The Christmas story is full of circumstances that are less 
than ideal.  Mary could have said, “It’s not fair” at that mo-
ment when she was told she would carry the son of God. Jo-
seph could have said “Why me” when he discovered his situ-
ation. What of the “if only” statement? If only we did not have 
to go to Bethlehem for the census, if only there was room in 
the inn, if only the barn was not full of smelly animals”. 

None of this happened by accident and there is a message in 
the circumstances of Jesus’ birth that were far less than ide-
al. The facts of Jesus’ birth adorn our nativity scenes, Christ-
mas cards and Advent calendars,  but how often do we take 
the truth into our own hearts and everyday lives? Christmas 
is about hope and a better future, year on year we seek this 
Nirvana. This year why not challenge yourself to do some-
thing different; instead of lamenting the present and wishing 
for a better future why not cease the opportunity of the pre-
sent.  Challenge  yourself  to keep your eyes open for what 
God might be doing in the present, despite what is less than 
ideal. The words of St. Teresa of Avila, “Christ has no body 
now on earth but yours, no hands but yours”. Provide the im-

petus to respond to Christ’s calling now. I believe Christ’s presence is with us in the here and now 
we just need to create the opportunity for this to grow and it is our actions that will lead to true con-
tentment and joy not just at Christmas but for ever- more. 

A t the end of last month we received our Section 48 Validation by the Diocese. I am delighted to 
report that we received “Outstanding” in all categories. This is a fantastic endorsement of 

the school, in particular, the Catholic life of the community, teaching and learning and school ethos. 
The full report will be made available to parents before the end of term.  Thank you to all parents 
who contributed to the parental questionnaire. 

 



Oaklands News 

3  
Community Unity Opportunity 

Storm Damage 

This term has been exceptionally 
busy, on behalf of you all, I would 
like to thank all the staff, teachers 
and support staff for their commit-
ment and hard work this term. Un-
fortunately, earlier this term during 
the Autumn storms a tree came 
down overnight and damaged the 
Music block, water entered the 
building damaging equipment. The 
damage has now been repaired. 

Earlier this term the Sixth Form 
and  Year 11 spent time at  St 
Cassian’s Retreat Centre in Kint-
bury. The retreat experience which 
remains popular is an opportunity 
for students to do a little ‘soul 
searching’ as a community and 
identify God in the ordinary and everyday.  
Giving students such an opportunity  is just 
one element that makes our community 
unique. 

The pace of the school’s work for charity  con-
tinues at a pace; this term we have focussed 
on supporting St John’s School in Korogocho 
in Kenya (see Page 14) this work will continue 
next year. 

Too much or too little. 

Many parents appear to have a view about  
communication between school and home. 
Some say there is too much information, par-
ticularly when the same piece of information 
comes via e-mail and in a paper form. Others 
say there is too little, particularly when making 
the comparison with the experience in the pri-
mary schools. Other parents tell me they would 
like everything electronic, citing the unreliability 
of the student bag as a postal service.  This 
term we have been piloting keeping our recep-
tion open until 5:00pm. This pilot will continue 
after Christmas. We have also started to look 
at how we can streamline our e-mail system to 
improve the filtering. 

At the beginning of the year in the first edition 
of the Oaklands News the school issued a cal-
endar containing all the events from Parents’ 
Evenings through to social events.  With each 
subsequent issue we also highlight important 

dates over the next term. Parents will also ask, 
‘How do I know how my child is performing’? The 
answer to this is found in the progress reviews, 
reports and through the verbal feedback received 
during Parents’ Evening. In addition, the school 
devotes a week to book sharing where parents 
are encouraged to read student books and write 
comments. For specific groups, for example stu-
dents with special needs, we run additional Par-
ents’ Evenings. 

External examinations 

A significant number of students will be sitting in-
ternal and external examinations shortly after the 
Christmas break. It is important that these go well. 
The secret to this is thorough and comprehensive  
revision over the holiday.   

On 9th January the school will host the Presenta-
tion of Certificates Evening. If you have a son or 
daughter in last year’s Year 11 or last year’s Year 
13 you should have received an invitation. If you 
require further details please contact the school 
office. 

Finally, may I wish you all a happy and peaceful 
Christmas and I look forward to welcoming stu-
dents back at the normal time on Monday  6th 
January. 

Matthew Quinn 
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T hank you for your support of the Oaklands St. 
John’s Sponsor a Child Programme. The re-

sponse to this appeal has been overwhelming and 
we are delighted to announce that at the moment a 
total of 175 pupils at St John’s will benefit from the 
donations from the school, parents and communi-
ty. This equates to over £5200 being raised since 
October. Year 7 alone have raised over £540, 
with 7 Martin raising over £180.  
We did not anticipate raising this much money, 
so we have been working closely with Father 
Stefano Giudici, the Director of St. John’s School to 
see how we can maximise the number of children we can 
support. Under his guidance we have found a way to support even 
more through a scholarship programme.  
Father Stefano wants to be able to respond quickly to the 
needs of families and more importantly the children. 

The scholarship fund 
will enable the school 
to do this, so if a fami-
ly’s circumstances 
change during the aca-
demic year and they are 
unable to fund the fees, the 
scholarship fund will help. 
Equally, if a family’s situation 
improves the money can be 
directed towards other young-
sters. It will not be taken for 

granted that the sponsorship of a particular child will contin-
ue for the whole school year and the study bursary will be 
used to both motivate and reward. Parents of sponsored 
children are always encouraged to make all possible 
efforts to take care of their own child’s education – our 
aim is to empower the families through education. 
Similarly, the sponsored children will be encouraged 
to be excellent academic students, working to the 
best of their ability, whatever level that may be, 
which may become a requirement of their contin-
ued sponsorship.  
The children who benefit from the fund will be chosen through 
a continuous assessment by the school social workers, in dialogue 
with the administration of the school.  
The schools in Kenya are currently closed after the end of their aca-
demic year. When they reopen in January the children who are going to benefit from this 
scholarship programme will be selected. At this point we will contact you again with further details. 
If you have any questions about this scholarship programme, do not hesitate to contact Mr Sumba 

using m.sumba@oaklandscatholicschool.org or through the school.  
 

On behalf of the community of St John’s, we thank you for your continued support. Fr Stefano, 
on hearing how as a community we have responded to their need, sent us the following mes-
sage: "Thank you so much for your efforts in supporting our school. I am humbled by your feel-
ings of concern and solidarity. On behalf of all the staff, the children and the whole Korogocho 
Community thank you very much and may God bless you." 

Update on our Kenya project 

Stop Press! 

The Christmas 
Carol Service 
raised £900 for St 
John’s. Thank 
you all for your 
enormous gener-

osity. 

mailto:m.sumba@oaklandscatholicschool.org
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Oaklands and St Thomas More’s respond to  
Typhoon Haiyan 

T he horrors of Typhoon Haiyan have rippled across the world and been felt keenly 
among south Hampshire's Filipino community. When disasters strike a rapid response 

is critical to help those in need. Both the communities of Oaklands and St Thomas More’s 
responded quickly collecting basic necessities that could be shipped abroad to help the 
disaster relief. Within a few days dozens and dozens of boxes had been filled. Two car 
loads arrived at Oaklands from St Thomas More’s school on the day of the collection. All of 
the items have been forwarded to the Filipino community for distribution aboard.  In addi-
tion, Oaklands held an emergency ‘Non Uniform Day’ and raised over £1000 and the OPA 

raised over £300 at the Craft Fayre. 

Thank you to the parents of St Thomas Moore’s and Oaklands for your generosity 

 

Havant Pastoral Mission 

O n Sunday 8th December the Havant Area 
Mission final celebration mass was held 

at Oaklands. The school was delighted to be 
able to host the event, over 500 pa-
rishioners from the Pastoral Area  
attended.  Parishioners and stu-
dents from Oaklands, St. Thomas 
More’s and St. Peter’s schools 
took part in the celebration. 

At the end of the celebration Fa-
ther Tom Gruffety presented 
two Oaklands students with a 
candle which will be lit every 
day in the school chapel until 
the mission team return to Oak-
lands to lead the school Mission 
in March 2014. 
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Oaklands’ Girls in Hats visit Goa 

I n the last edition of the Oak-
lands News we reported on  

how our enterprise team won a 
trip to Goa. We catch up with 
them again now they have re-

turned. 

Along with Steve Rolls and Becki 
Simmons from Faith and Football’s 
team of business mentors and with 
Mark Gibson representing Faith and 
Football’s volunteers the Girls in 
Hats who comprised Felicity Bar-
rows,  Emma Latham (10 St. 
Clare) Bini Sibi (10 St. Vincent de 
Paul) and finally Georgina Page 
(10 St.Margaret) and their 
teacher Mrs Ludlam set off from 
Gatwick for India on Saturday 
23

rd
 November 2013. 

Along with elephant rides and 
afternoons on the beach 
there was a serious and 
meaningful side to the trip.  
Faith and Football has long 
been associated with Mus-
tard Seed Ministries 
(www.msm.org.uk)  who 
support and fund social care provi-
sion in India, Bangladesh and the Philippines.  One of 
the trip’s aims was to visit some of these provisions and see where the competition proceeds 
have ended up. 

The girls sat and chatted with el-
derly men and women in commu-
nity homes as well as visiting a 
Lamini village to drop off consign-
ments of rice and sweets for the 
families there.   

One of the highlights was a visit to 
a special needs home for children, 
although some of the inhabitants 
have been there for more than fif-
teen years.  This is not a home 
that finishes caring at 16, 18 or 
even 21 years of age.  One man 
is still at Little Angels and proudly 
told us he is 42! 

This above image shows Bini Sibi 
and Felicity Barrows making 

http://www.msm.org.uk
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friendship bracelets with the boys.  It was 
called Little Angels and all the students 
were rescued from one difficulty or anoth-
er.  They were not necessarily orphans 
and some even returned to their fami-
ly.  The lad to the right of this image was 
Kumar and he had learning difficulties but 
was an amazing dancer!  He was very 
enthusiastic about the bracelet mak-
ing.  The girls were outstanding in their 
relationships with the boys at Little An-
gels.  It was lovely to see.  They made 
bracelets, gave  bouncy balls to every-
one, as well as new football shirts and 
notebooks and then we ended the day by 
playing water-balloon cricket.  We all got 
soaked but with the temperature over 35 
degrees Celsius it was worth every sec-
ond! 

Well done to the girls, they were an abso-
lute credit to themselves and their fami-
lies.  

The week holds a host of memories for 
everyone who went.  It was a wonderfully 
planned week and opened our eyes to 
the happy endings that can be achieved if 
we all give a little and think a lot! 

Faith and Football's 2014 Enterprise 
Competition begins anew and stu-
dents in Year 9 have already been 
thinking creative thoughts to devel-

op some great business plans.  

About 75 students have had their 
first meeting with business mentor 
Becki Simmons. Now they must 
think about funding and production 
whilst the rest of us are opening pre-

sents and chomping on turkey.  

Competing students will attend a 
grand launch on 20th January 2014 
along with 350 other students; Lin-
voy Primus and Mick Mellows of 
Faith and Football. They pursue a 
top prize of a visit to Goa next No-
vember and the competition ends at 

the beginning of May 2014. 
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Year 8 have been investigating Elizabeth I and 
why she was such a successful monarch.  This 
led to some groups studying the use of espionage in 
Tudor England and having to use inventive ways to 
deliver a secret letter to their teacher.  

Year 9 Have been studying World War One and 
have completed an in depth study on Trench war-
fare.  Some of the projects 
from home were outstanding 
including model trenches, 
cakes and minecraft. pro-

H istory Club 
Year 7 History Club have been meeting Tuesday 

lunchtimes in J4 and have completed a project on Roman 
Mosaics which they will develop further on an upcoming 
visit to Fishbourne Roman Palace in Chichester.   
They have now begun to research, plan and prepare a Tudor 
Banquet which they will be cooking and then eating on 
Wednesday 18th December. 

Come along and join us in January to help choose our new 

practical discovery project!  

Historical News  

Year 7 have been completing a re-
enactment of the Battle of Hastings, 
helping them to understand how and 
why the famous ‘trick of retreat’ 
worked for William the Conqueror. 
The students really enjoyed these bat-
tles and this will help them to answer 
their upcoming assessment question 
‘Why did William win the Battle of 
Hastings?’ 

T he History Department at Oaklands has been very creative over the last half term and a big 

thank you has to go out to parents who have obviously been helping with students work at 

home! 
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with a handshake before sitting down to discuss 
future career options.  We were asked questions 
about the college options that we were consider-
ing and even the possibility of higher education 
such as university.  The interviewers helped us to 
find out what we would need to do in a real inter-
view and what we had already done which has 
impressed them.  After going through our records 
of achievement and CV the interviewer asked us 
if we had any questions; in response we took an 
interest in their personal experience and training. 

We all found the interviews a valuable experi-
ence and they have given us more confidence 
and understanding of what we need to do when 
we leave school in order to give ourselves the 
best possible chance of getting a good job.  It 

was a great opportunity and we thank all the 
interveiwers for giving up their time and Mrs 

Payne for organising the event. 

 

Phoebe Meades and Bethany Moore – 

Year 11 

F rom 27th-29th November Year 11 experi-
enced their first taste of a real life interview!  

Every student had the chance to take a short 
practice interview with people who were qualified 
in a range of industries and had past experience 
interviewing people for different roles. 

We all took the opportunity to dress up in smart 
clothes and had to prepare ourselves for the in-
terview in various ways; one of these being 
spending some time preparing a CV and putting 
together a record of achievement.  We were all 
given a time and had to attend a twenty minute 
slot with our interviewer.  The interview be-
gan 

Practice Interviews 

A nastasia Lonergan,  7 St. Margaret, is one of our talented 
food technologists who loves baking. I had a conversation 

with her about making a poppy themed cake, I asked when she 
had made it and what she would do with it, she had no idea so I 
suggested she drop it into the Ex-Servicemans Club as they 
would appreciate it.  
  
I thought nothing more of this conversation until Sunday 10th  
November. I supported a good friend at the Remembrance Day 
Parade in Havant and we returned after the parade for coffee at 
the Ex-Servicemans Club. The ladies there were serving coffee 
and offered me a piece of cake that, in their words, "a beautiful 
young lady from Oaklands Catholic School had made and do-
nated". . . 

Poppy Cake      Miss Mousdale 
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I  thoroughly enjoyed the “Twist” production.  We sang a mixture of songs, with older 
students in the school acting out small parts of it.  In preparation for the production we 

practised lots of the songs in our music lessons.  When we did the show, each Year 7 tu-
tor group was paired up with another tutor group to sing their songs.  We had live music 
from a student and staff band; they were amazing!  Miss Flood and Mrs Richardson were 
really good at sorting us out and helping us learn all the songs.  My parents enjoyed the 
production and my brother sang along to the songs he knew.  It was a great experience 

and I cannot wait to do another production. 

Emily Chatfield 7 St. Clare 

. 

Singing Extravaganza 
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

W e now have nine Bronze groups and three Silver groups underway with their respective 
programmes.  I would urge all participants to ensure that their programme plans are ap-

proved before starting out on their activities.   Expedition training has started;  a Navigation and 
Cooking Exercise was successfully completed by the Silver Groups and the Bronze Groups 
have received training in basic First Aid, personal kit and mapwork and have recently spent a 
morning out on Stoughton Down learning basic navigation techniques and how to cope in an 
emergency.  Next term our focus will be on the planning of the practice and assessed expedi-
tions and general campcraft. 

Since our last report I am delighted that five more participants have completed their Awards.  
Congratulations to: 

Silver Award   Michael Cottam  and Liam Farrell                                                                                                                                        

Bronze Award: Alisha Ayles, Jack Cross and Peter Taylor 

 

O n the evening of Thursday 12
th

 December, twenty one Young Carers went to Win-

chester to go Ice Skating and to have pizza.  We all enjoyed it very much.  The best 

part was seeing Miss Caspall fall over on the ice, we did have a little giggle but we 

did help her up and asked if she was OK (she was).  The atmosphere was really 

Christmassy and everyone helped each other so nobody was left alone; it 

was as though everyone came together as one.  So from Heidi 

McKeand, Lilly Haines and all the Young Carers, thank you to Mr 

Jones for organising the trip and to all the staff who accompa-

nied us for making this special evening happen. 

Young Carers on Ice at Winchester 
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Government and Politics  

T his September Year 12 Government and Poli-
tics students attended the Labour Party Con-

ference in Brighton. We started the day in the 
Grand Hotel and attended fringe debates on the 
deficit and immigration. The debate on Immigra-
tion was particularly interesting, where Lord Glas-
man and John Denham MP spoke about the de-
cline in English identity and how Labour must re-
spond to the increased popularity of UKIP.  

We then gathered outside to watch Ed Miliband 
make his way to the conference hall for his Lead-
er’s Speech, brushing shoulders with Nick Robin-
son and Michael Crick and the accompanying me-
dia scrum. Mike Cox-Smith and Andy Burnham 
MP (Shadow Health Minister) even got to chat 
about their mutual love of Everton Football Club!  

We finished the day by attending a panel debate 
organised by the Progress think tank. It proved a 

really enjoyable debate, involving Peter Hain MP 
and Phil Collins, the Political Editor of the Times 
newspaper, with issues diverse as HS2 and mental 
health being discussed by the panel and audience.  

A few days later Mr Smith received an e-mail from 
Robert Philpot, the Director of Progress, in which he 
said, “I just wanted to drop you a very quick line to 
say how impressed I was by your students. I know 
that Liz Kendall and Peter Hain were similarly im-
pressed…Thank you, too, for bringing your students 
along – a number of the panel said it was good to 
have a bit of a different audience from those who 
normally attend such meetings.” 

Thank-you to Mr Smith for organising such an inter-

esting and inspiring trip – next year Tory Party Con-

ference!                Hollie Marriot-Veck  

 

 

Fond Farewells 

At the end of this term we bid a fond farewell to three members of staff: 

Mrs Lucy Fackrell who has been part of our Catering team since September 2012.  

Miss Hazelle Hill joined Oaklands as a newly qualified teacher just over a year ago and has 
made an excellent contribution to the Sixth Form where she teaches Sociology and Health and 
Social Care.  We wish her well as she returns to her native north of England. 

Mr Paul Zotos joined the Science department at Oaklands in September 2005 and over the past 
eight years has established himself as a valued member of the department where he has made a 
substantial contribution at Key Stages 3 and 4 . We will all miss his dry sense of humour! 
 

We thank these colleagues for their contribution to Oaklands, we will continue to remem-

ber them in our prayers and wish them success and fulfilment in all they do in the future. 
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New Dictionary by 7 St. Dominic  

O ver our last few English lessons we have been getting creative. We have created our own 
words and persuaded Miss Sharma to put them in her new dictionary 2014! It all started off 

with a boy in our class, named Kens Joshy, creating his own word. This gave Miss Sharma inspira-
tion and a great idea… we could all make up our own words and use persuasive devices to con-
vince her to put it in the soon to be dictionary. We had to keep it a secret, this was a challenge as 
we were so excited!  

We started by persuading Miss Sharma to give us a sweet! We had to use flattery, emotive lan-
guage and maybe even rhyme!  Most people won the grand prize of the sweet, this got us motivat-
ed! Our homework was to create our own word and definition. Time to get thinking!  

We got into small groups and had to create a jingle and TV advert. We had to perform it in front of 
the class, Miss Sharma, Mrs Sullivan and one very special guest… Mr. Quinn, our Headteacher. 
We thought it would be great to invite Mr Quinn to watch our unique performances and see how 
well we’ve settled in! All of 7  St. Dominic were very enthusiastic about these performances!  

We then had a few lessons to create our TV advert and memorable jingle! Meganachinale! It was 
so enjoyable! Meganachinale is my new creation; it is an exclamation when you’ve had a pleasant 
shock or surprise! My group came up with our jingle really quickly and had the whole class singing 
it! We then started creating our acting scenes which included our new words. However, we couldn’t 
forget about the persuading part! This was the main part as we really wanted to persuade Miss 
Sharma to put it into the dictionary! We included all the persuasive devices we knew to convince 
her to put it into her dictionary!  

The day then arrived, Monday 2nd December. Mr.Quinn had taken his seat; Miss Sharma was 
ready; we were prepared, let’s go! We were nervous but knew we would make our teacher and 
class proud! We all had confidence in our fellow class ma-
tes to do 7 St. Dominic proud! 

Mr.Quinn chose an overall winner. It 
was Charlie Gooch with his extreme-
ly long and confusing word 
which I can’t even pronounce!  

Our performances went 
incredibly well and eve-
ryone was proud in-
cluding Miss Sharma. 
This is what she said 
after the performances: “I am 
delighted with the work that 7 
St. Dominic have produced. 
Your hard work and enthusiasm 
was reflected in your final per-
formances!”  

I have learnt a lot during this pro-
ject and had a lot of fun doing so. 
It has bought us closer together as 
a tutor group and I personally have 
become more confident in what I 
do. We have also learnt how to per-
suade and hopefully one day our 
words will actually appear in the 
English Dictionary!   

By Megan Clacey  
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T he number 7 bus service 
from Southsea to Water-

looville is a very busy route that 
serves the public to reach key 
locations such as QA hospital, 
Cosham train station, South 
Downs College and Water-
looville town centre. Even 
though the service runs every 10 
minutes throughout the day, and 
a new fleet of buses has been 
added to the route, we do appre-
ciate that customer demand can 
make it difficult for students to 
board buses in the morning to 
get to school. As a school we 
have worked extensively with 
First Bus to make sure that two 
number 7 service buses call into 
the site at the end of the day to 
collect students to go home, but 
the morning journeys are harder 
to manage in terms of helping 
students to access buses in time 
to reach school, especially as 
they travel at a peak time along 
with other students and working 
adults. To help children get to 
school punctually, parents and 
carers may wish to consider al-
ternative routes such as the 
number 8 or X9 services that 
can take children into Water-
looville first before catching the 
southbound number 7 or 145 
service from Waterlooville to 
Oaklands.  

Staying on transport, parents 
and carers are reminded of the 
need to park considerately in 
neighbouring streets if they are 
collecting or dropping students 
off. Cars should not block pri-
vate driveways or be parked 
alongside dropped curbs, and 
parents and carers should not 
wait in private bays reserved for 
local residents. Our neighbours 
often contact the school (along 
with contacting St Peter’s and 
Crookhorn) to complain of incon-
siderate parking and uncoopera-
tive behaviour from members of 
the public dropping children to 
one of the three schools along 

Transport 

Stakes Hill Road, so we all need 
to be aware of the possible impact 
we may have on the surrounding 
roads.  

When parents and carers do drop 
children off inside the school 
grounds in the morning, please do 
not wait in the car parks until just 
before the bell so your son or 
daughter can stay in the car; this 
takes up car parking spaces that 
are needed by members of staff 
and visitors to the school who can 
find the start to their working day 
delayed by trying to find a parking 
space. Stakes Hill Road is incredi-
bly busy, so care must always be 
taken when turning into or pulling 
out of the school drive.  

Recently, all students in the 
school were asked to place a 

sticker in their diaries with the fol-
lowing message:  

If you miss your bus or the person 
collecting you is late and you can-
not contact anyone, you should 
go to the White House reception 
for assistance.  

The White House reception will be 
the collection point for students 
when their normal travel plans to 
get home are disrupted.  

It is important that parents and 
carers keep their contact details 
up to date by informing the school 
of any changes to phone numbers 
and addresses so that we can do 
all we can to help students who 
may find themselves left behind at 
school later than they would usu-

ally expect.  

S ince our conversion to academy status in 
September 2011 our financial procedures 

and reporting requirements have become more stringent in line with 
government policy.  Our financial year now runs up to 31st August 
each year bringing it in line with our academic year making the pro-
cess of budgeting and prioritising our expenditure more meaningful.  
As an academy we are no longer under the constraints of local au-
thority financing and as such it allows us the freedom to manage our 
resources and invest our income in the most lucrative way for the 
benefit of all our students.  This freedom has allowed us to make 
some considerable improvements to the school site over the last 2 
years which has been hugely enhanced by the generous parental 
donations to our building funds. There are still plenty of opportunities 
to be explored and economies of scale to be secured but the school’s 
financial position continues to be strong and stands us in good stead 
to face what is bound to be a turbulent and uncertain period of further 
changes to education funding over the next few years. 

Our full audited annual accounts are included in our Trustees report 
which is available on the school website on the Governing Body page 
via the About Us tab.  Any questions should be sent directed to Jill 
McCall our Director of Finance and Business via the main school 
email address. 

School Finance 

Term Dates 2013/2014 

Christmas Holiday from Fri 20 
December 2013 to Fri 3 Janu-
ary 2014. 

Spring Term 2014 
Mon 6 January to Fri 4 April 
2014. 
Half Term:  Mon 17 February  
to Fri 21 February 2014. 

Easter Holiday from Mon 7 April  to  
Mon 21 April 2014. 
Summer Term 2014 
Tue 22 April to Fri 18 July 2014. 
Half Term: Mon 26 May to Fri 30 May 
2014. 

Inset Days for 2013/2014 are as fol-
lows: Friday 20th December 2013, 
Friday 4th July and Monday 21st July 
2014. 
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M y first term is now 
complete as the 

new Chair of Governors 
at Oaklands, so I thought 
it appropriate that I 
properly introduce myself 
to you, as well as a cou-
ple of reflections on the 
first few months back. 

Taking the Chair from 
Capt. Paul Quinn was an 
extremely hard act to fol-
low. Paul has worked tire-
lessly for  over 13 years 
firstly as a governor and 
then as Chair. During that 
time he has successfully  
steered us through sever-
al Ofsted inspections, 
championed major infra-
structure improvements 
and most recently was 
instrumental in our transi-
tion to Academy status. On behalf of all of the staff 
and governors at Oaklands, I would like to thank 
Paul and hope that I can live up to the standard 
that he has set for the Chair. 

I joined the governing body in 2010, for a variety of 
reasons which include a debt of 
gratitude for my own education at 
Oaklands, contributing to the suc-

cess of my children’s 
time at the school and 
an opportunity to 
once again be part of 
the community of 
Oaklands. My family 

has had an associa-
tion with the school for 
over 30 years, so alt-

hough I still 
have much 
to learn 
about the 
modern 
educa-
tional 
environ-
ment – I 

New Chair of Governors 

am no stranger to the warm caring ethos that 
binds the community of Oaklands. 

This ethos, as well as the outstanding profes-
sionalism of a number of key individuals in the 
school was the reason that we were recently 
graded as ‘outstanding’ in a Section 48 Valida-
tion by the Diocese. During this assessment, 
the inspectors witnessed how we live our mis-
sion of Community, Unity and Opportunity. 
These are not just words, they are how the 
school educates our young people and it is 
what makes Oaklands very special and it is the 
reason that I believe the school continues to 
provide one of the best educational environ-
ments in this area. 

All schools operate in a very challenging envi-
ronment with change as a constant. To remain 
at the top of our game the school will need to 
adapt and develop. I am absolutely confident 
however that Oaklands is ready to meet these 
challenges.  We have a great team at Oak-
lands, and with the support of parents and 
governors the Headteacher and staff will con-
tinue to deliver standards of education that we 
can all be extremely proud of. 

Have a wonderful Christmas and a healthy and 

prosperous new year. 
 

Andy Hastilow 
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